


Preface 

The classification scoring system is a very useful tool for identifying the breeds best and most 
consistent high scoring cow families (VG and EX animals). The classification Scoring System 
helps owners make breeding decisions, reviewing the strengths and weaknesses of individu-
al animals in their herd and more readily identifies for the owner, females in their herd that 
are strongest in maternal traits that have good conformation and structural soundness, ac-
celerating progress within their breeding programme and ultimately will offer an improved 
functional suckler cow. 

 

For breeders that are brand new to classification, the Irish Moiled Cattle Society advises 

that the 1st time a herd is classified, all the animals that are eligible (females over the age of 
24 months that have calved, currently producing milk and bulls over the age of 18 months) 
but are not past their prime, should be done to gain a true and accurate picture of the herd. 
From then onwards, on an annual basis, breeders should get classified all their 1st calvers 
over the age of 24 months, and all other animals that they think will gain points from the 
year before. Usually, individual breeders have a set age to calve heifers for the 1st time, for 
e.g., 2-year-old, and so if a breeder classifies all 1st calvers year on year it will give that 
breeder a reference score for each animal in the herd to compare all the animals in the 
herd.... their classification score as a 1st calver. Animals can be classified every year, bearing 
in mind that they may gain more points year on year as they mature but will never drop 
points.  



2025 Excellent (EX) and Very-Good (VG) classified bulls 



Note on bulls 
Bulls can be classified from the age of 18 months onwards, however, only 
bulls over 2 years old can gain enough points to be categorised as Excellent. 
VG89 points is the maximum score that a bull under the age of 2 years old 
can achieve.  
 
At 2 year old the maximum points a bull can achieve is EX90 points. (Started 
in July 2025) 
 
As animals mature, they usually gain points each time they are scored if 
scored on an annual basis, so, younger animals with less points can be of 
equal or greater genetic potential to more mature animals of more points  



Curraghnakeely Masterpiece EX95-4 
The 7-year-old stock bull Curraghnakeely Masterpiece owned by Sam Smiley of Bal-

lynahinch, Co. Down and bred by Nigel Edwards of Tempo, Co. Fermanagh achieved 

a classification score of EX95 four times excellent in June 2025. His body confor-

mation is outstanding being long and deep with exceptional width which is reflected 

by a body score of EX96 points. He combines excellent fleshing ability with good lo-

comotion characteristics, and he has transmitted these characteristics to many of his 

progeny including several mature stock bulls in pedigree Irish Moiled herds, one of 

the most impressive is Glassdrummond Magician 2546 owned by the Garrett family  

who was the Overall Supreme 

Champion of the International Irish 

Moiled Cattle Society online show 

2025. Masterpiece has produced at 

least another two bull calves born in 

2025 that are of stock bull potential. 

To date there has only ever been 2 

bulls in the Irish Moiled breed to 

score higher than EX95 points and 

along with Masterpiece only 1 other 

bull has scored EX95 points. 



2025 Excellent (EX) classified cows (1 of 2) 



2025 Excellent (EX) classified cows continued (2 of 2) 



Another note; 

Only 3rd calvers and above can gain enough points to be categorised as Excellent. 1st and 2nd 

calvers can only score a maximum of VG89 points. The maximum score a 3rd calver can 

achieve is EX93 points. The maximum score 4th calvers and above can score is EX97 points. 

 

The number of calves a cow has had is also taken into account when ranking cows on their 

classification result. Take for example 2 cows both the same age and with the same classifi-

cation score. A cow with more calves that is seen as hard working, will be ranked above a 

cow that has had less calves that is seen as not as hard working and would have more rea-

son to be looking better! 



GLASSDRUMMOND CHERRY 116 (M1) EX94-3 
Glassdrummond Cherry 116 (M1) owned and bred by Sam Smiley of Ballynahinch, 

Co. Down was classified at EX94 points 3 times Excellent as a 6 year old 5th calver in 

June 2025, has an impressive pedigree being a third-generation Excellent cow. Her 

dam is Glassdrummond Cherry 41 EX93-2 and her granddam is Glassdrummond 

Cherry 17
th
 EX92.  Her sire is Ballylinney 1628 (M1) EX93, her grand-sire is Glass-

drummond Tom 10 EX93 and her great-grand-sire is Hillview Tom EX92, 3 consecu-

tive generation of Excellent classified bulls.  

Impressively marked Cherry 116 is a hard-working cow with good milking ability from  

a compact udder. She walks 

with ease on sound legs and 

feet. Carries one copy of the 

F94L gene. 

Cherry 116 is the 13 equal high-

est classified cow in the breed. 

She shares the EX94 point sta-

tus with 10 other cows and only 

2 other cows have scored higher 

than EX94 points 



CURRAGHNAKEELY BLUEBELL 0482 EX94-3 

Curraghnakeely Bluebell 0482 EX94-3 owned by Nathalie Chitty of Market Drayton, 
Shropshire scored EX94 points as a 7-year-old 6

th
 calver in November 2025. 

 
Bred by Nigel Edwards of Tempo, Co. Fermanagh Bluebell 0482 came to Shropshire 
in 2022 as a 3rd calving cow classified at EX91 points. In 2023 she scored EX93 and 
in 2025 EX94. 
 
In the breed, there has only ever been 2 cows classified at EX95 points and Cur-
raghnakeely Bluebell 0482 was the 11th cow in the breed to achieve EX94 points. 

 
Bluebell produced three daughters be-
fore arriving in Shropshire, one of which 
is classified at EX92 points, and she has 
produced three sons since arriving in 
Shropshire, one of which is a working 
stock bull in Yorkshire. 
 
Bluebell is an excellent mother and easy 
to work with and hoping she produces a 
daughter in Shropshire! 



2025 Very-Good (VG) classified 2 year old 1st calving heifers 

The Department of Agriculture in all areas, is currently putting a lot of emphasis on 

reducing carbon emissions, though getting farmers to keep more efficient suckler 

cows. One of the measures of efficiency highlighted is age at 1st calving, 2-year-old 

calving is encouraged over 3 year old calving.  

 

The Society have decided to publish separately all VG classified 2-year-old 1st cal-

vers, with the view that it is these females that have huge potential and should be 

regarded as of a similar genetic merit as older EX classified cows. 



BURREN ROYAL PANDORA VG87 

Burren Royal Pandora, a 2 year old 1st calver, 

bred by Michelle McCauley (N&M Moilies) of 

Dungannon, Co. Tyrone was classified at VG87 

points in June 2025.  Burren Royal Pandora is 

bred from highly classified animals, her grand-

mother, Curraghnakeely Pandora 7
th 

EX94 was 

mated with Castledale Maurice EX94 producing 

her mother Burren Princess Pandora EX93 

who was mated with Ballyknock Toro EX91 to 

produce Burren Royal Pandora VG87. 

The Pandora cow family trio, consisting of mother (Princess), daughter (Royal) and 

grandmother (Pandora 7
th
) in the last number of years have each won prestigious 

championships titles at the NI IMCS National show, the Royal Ulster Agricultural 

Show and the Royal Three Counties Show, respectively. 

As a breeder it is important to us to adhere to the Society’s Breed Standard, focusing 

on structure, conformation and colour. It is a personal choice for us to classify which 

we have done now for many years, and it is proving an excellent breeding tool, by us-

ing EX cows and EX bulls to mate they are producing a calf of similar standard.  



SOMMERVILLE TEMPLECORRAN VG87 
Sommerville Templecorran a homebred 2-year-old 1

st
 calver of Mervyn and Rachel 

Garrett of Carrickfergus, Co. Antrim was classified at VG87 points in June 2025.   
Templecorran is a promising young cow with an outstanding pedigree. Her dam is the 
young heavy weight cow, Curraghnakeely Lily 0509 EX91 (2

nd
 generation Excellent 

classified cows) and is sired by Clandeboye Sheridan classified at VG88 at 2-year-old. 
  
Templecorran has length and depth to her body, a sweet udder, is traditionally marked 
and has a docile temperament. Her first calf, a heifer born in May 2025, is shaping up 
nicely, showing great potential. Templecorran is currently in calf again. 

We look forward to her perfor-
mance in the show ring in 2026. If 
she takes after her dam, we can 
expect her to be a large, strong 
cow with excellent breeding capa-
bilities and I would expect her to 
score higher on classification as 
she matures. 



2025 Very-Good (VG) classified cows (1 of 3) 



2025 Very-Good (VG) classified cows (2 of 3) 



2025 Very-Good (VG) classified cows (3 of 3) 

Preparation for the Classifier 

On the day, make sure the animals to get classified are in a shed/pen adjacent to a small 

yard/collecting pen where each animal can be let out individually to be viewed during the 

classification process. Animals must be viewed on a level, hard surface. 

It is very important to have the animals zootechnical certificate at hand as the classifier 

needs to copy the animal’s details from it and will stamp the certificate with the animal’s 

official classification score. It is also important that all animals have correct tags in them so 

that they can be properly identified. 



Highest ranked cows with respect to multiple successive generations of high classified cows in their pedigree 
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Highest ranked cows with respect to multiple successive generations of high classified cows in their pedigree 
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CURRAGHNAKEELY CHERRY 0585 EX90 

Curraghnakeely Cherry 0585. A home bred cow of Nigel Edwards of Tempo, Co. Fer-

managh is the 1st cow in the breed to be classified as the 6th successive generation of 

Excellent cows. 

Sired by Derrynagarra Clarence, in June 2025 at the age of 4 years old Curraghnakeely 

0585 was awards EX90 points. 

Perhaps, even more remarka-

ble about Cherry 0585 is that 

she calved for the 1st time at 

the age of 14 months 

(unintentionally) and has 

calved every 11 months after 

her 1st calf. 


