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Preface 
The classification scoring system is a very useful tool for identifying the breeds best and most con-

sistent high scoring cow families (VG and EX animals). The classification Scoring System helps owners 

make breeding decisions, reviewing the strengths and weaknesses of individual animals in their herd 

and more readily identifies for the owner, females in their herd that are strongest in maternal traits 

that have good conformation and structural soundness, accelerating progress within their breeding 

programme and ultimately will offer an improved functional suckler cow. 

 

For breeders that are brand new to classification, the Irish Moiled Cattle Society advises 

that the 1st time a herd is classified, all the animals that are eligible (females over the age of 24 

months that have calved, currently producing milk and bulls over the age of 18 months) but are not 

past their prime, should be done to gain a true and accurate picture of the herd. From then onwards, 

on an annual basis, breeders should get classified all their 1st calvers over the age of 24 months, and 

all other animals that they think will gain points from the year before. Usually, individual breeders 

have a set age to calve heifers for the 1st time, for e.g., 2-year-old, and so if a breeder classifies all 1st 

calvers year on year it will give that breeder a reference score for each animal in the herd to compare 

all the animals in the herd.... their classification score as a 1st calver. Animals can be classified every 

year, bearing in mind that they may gain more points year on year as they mature but will never drop 

points.  



2024 Excellent (EX) and Very-Good (VG) classified bulls 

Note;  

Bulls can be classified from the age of 18 months onwards, however, only bulls over 2 years old can 
gain enough points to be categorised as Excellent. VG89 points is the maximum score that a bull un-
der the age of 2 years old can achieve.  
 
As animals mature, they usually gain points each time they are scored if scored on an annual basis, 
so, younger animals with less points can be of equal or greater genetic potential to more mature ani-
mals of more points  



2024 Excellent (EX) classified cows  

Another note; 

Only 3rd calvers and above can gain enough points to be categorised as Excellent. 1st and 2nd calvers can only score a maximum of VG89 points. The maxi-
mum score a 3rd calver can achieve is EX93 points. The maximum score 4th calvers and above can score is EX97 points. 

The number of calves a cow has had is also taken into account when ranking cows on their classification result. Take for example 2 cows both the same age 
and with the same classification score. A cow with more calves that is seen as hard working, will be ranked above a cow that has had less calves that is seen 
as not as hard working and would have more reason to be looking better! 



2024 Very-Good (VG) classified 2 year old 1st calving heifers 

The Department of Agriculture in all areas, is currently putting a lot of emphasis on reducing 
carbon emissions, though getting farmers to keep more efficient suckler cows. One of the 
measures of efficiency highlighted is age at 1st calving, 2-year-old calving is encouraged over 
3 year old calving.  
 
The Society have decided to publish separately all VG classified 2-year-old 1st calvers, with 
the view that it is these females that have huge potential and should be regarded as of a 
similar genetic merit as older EX classified cows. 



2024 Very-Good (VG) classified cows (1 of 2) 



2024 Very-Good (VG) classified cows (2 of 2) 

Preparation for the Classifier 
On the day, make sure the animals to get classified are in a shed/pen adjacent to a small 
yard/collecting pen where each animal can be let out individually to be viewed during the 
classification process. Animals must be viewed on a level, hard surface. 
 
It is very important to have the animals zootechnical certificate at hand as the classifier needs 
to copy the animal’s details from it and will stamp the certificate with the animal’s official 
classification score. It is also important that all animals have correct tags in them so that they 
can be properly identified. 



Curraghnakeely Cherry 0518  EX92 

Curraghnakeely Cherry 0518, bred and owned by Nigel Edwards of Tempo. Co. Fermanagh was classified in June 2024 at EX92 points 

as a 4th calver 5-year-old cow, making her the very first cow in the breed to be classified as the 5th successive generation of Excellent 

classified cows.  Cherry 0518 is a granddaughter of Glassdrummond Cherry 58 EX95, only 1 of 2 cows in the breed to have scored 

EX95 points. 

The 1st daughter of Cherry 0518, Curraghnakeely Cherry 0585 was scored at VG87 points as a 2nd calver, 3 year old in June 2024 



Highest ranked cows with respect to multiple successive generations of high classified cows in their pedigree 

       On 31st Dec 2024                                                     (1 of 5) 



Highest ranked cows with respect to multiple successive generations of high classified cows in their pedigree 

       On 31st Dec 2024                                                                                (2 of 5) 



Highest ranked cows with respect to multiple successive generations of high classified cows in their pedigree 

       On 31st Dec 2024                                                                  (3 of 5) 



Highest ranked cows with respect to multiple successive generations of high classified cows in their pedigree 

       On 31st Dec 2024                                                                (4 of 5) 



Highest ranked cows with respect to multiple successive generations of high classified cows in their pedigree 

       On 31st Dec 2024                                                                 (5 of 5) 


